If America Is So Racist, Why
Are
There
So
Many
Race
Hoaxes?
As I wrote nearly three years ago: “Perhaps the second
greatest libel — and certainly the most widespread — is that
America is a racist country that oppresses its minorities and
women. We can call it the American Libel.” (The greatest libel
was the infamous blood libel, the fabricated charge spread in
Europe for hundreds of years by Christian anti-Semites that
Jews kill Christian children to use their blood to bake matzos
— unleavened bread — for Passover.)
But if America is so racist, why are there so many race
hoaxes? Virtually every time we read about a swastika painted
on a door, or a noose hanging from a tree to taunt blacks, it
turns out to be either a false alarm or, more frequently, a
hoax.
Here are a dozen examples:
No. 1: The Duke lacrosse team (2006): Three white members of
the Duke University lacrosse team were falsely accused by
Crystal Mangum, a black student at North Carolina Central
University, with having raped her. The charges were all
fabricated, but the American media and Duke University faculty
rushed to judgment and devoted months to smearing the three
lacrosse players and Duke University itself as racist.
No. 2: UC San Diego library noose (2010): “Student apologizes
for noose in UC San Diego library” (Los Angeles Times). A
“minority student” was responsible for placing the noose in
the university library. Previously, the Associated Press had
reported, “Anger boiled over on the University of California
San Diego campus today, where students took over the
chancellor’s office to protest the hanging of a noose in a

campus library.”
No. 3: Truck at Oakland’s Corporation Yard (2014): “A reported
‘noose’ tied to the back of a city truck in August, which
stirred already simmering racial tensions at Oakland’s
Corporation Yard, was not an intended act of racial
harassment, a city-commissioned report has found” (Mercury
News).
No. 4: University of Delaware (2015): “‘Nooses’ Found Hanging
on University of Delaware Campus Were Lanterns” (NBC).
University President Nancy Targett had earlier announced, “We
are both saddened and disturbed that this deplorable act has
taken place on our campus.”
No. 5: The LSU noose (2015): It was widely reported that a
noose was sighted at Louisiana State University leading to
protests against racism there. It was later reported, “LSU
said a picture of what appeared to be a noose hanging from a
campus tree Thursday was not what it appeared to be” (WBRZ).
No. 6: University at Albany (2016): “A state appeals court has
upheld the University at Albany’s expulsion of a woman who
along with two friends falsely claimed to be the victim of a
racially motivated attack on a CDTA bus in January 2016”
(Times-Union). The three black women had attacked a white
woman and then claimed they had been racially attacked.
No. 7: Bowling Green State University (2016): “Bowling Green
police say student lied about politically driven attack”
(ABC).
“The day after the 2016 election, Eleesha Long, a student at
Bowling Green State University — about 90 miles west of
Oberlin — said that she was attacked by white Trump
supporters, who threw rocks at her. Police concluded that she
had fabricated the story” (City Journal).

No. 8: Dreadlock cutting hoax (2019): “A black student at a
Christian school in Virginia who accused three white sixth
grade boys of cutting her dreadlocks and calling her ugly now
says she was lying about the attack” (NBC).
No. 9: Jussie Smollett (2019): In one of the most notorious
hoaxes, actor Jussie Smollett claimed he was attacked by white
racists in Chicago on a freezing night. The story was a hoax.
The “noose” was a rope his two co-conspirators had purchased
for staging the “attack.”
No. 10: Oakland’s
Oakland launched a
hanging from park
tweeted: “It’s not

Lake Merritt (2020): After the city of
hate crime investigation regarding a noose
trees, Victor Anari Sengbe, a black man,
a noose, this guy climbed the tree and put

up the rope for a swing months ago, folks used it to exercise…
ITS NOT A NOOSE.”
Nevertheless, Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf then tweeted,
“Intentions do not matter. We will not tolerate symbols of
hate in our city. The nooses found at Lake Merritt will be
investigated as hate crimes.”
No. 11: NASCAR (2020): A “noose” was found in the Talladega,
Alabama, racetrack garage assigned to black NASCAR driver
Bubba Wallace. FBI investigators determined it to be one of
several such ropes placed sometime the year before in
Talladega garages as door pulls, long before that garage was
ever assigned to Wallace. But Wallace continued to maintain it
was, in fact, a noose.
No. 12: University of La Verne (2020): “Racist Threats and
Attacks that Rattled a California University Campus Were
Faked, Police Say” (Newsweek).
There is not enough space in a column to cite all the hoaxes
and mistaken charges of racism in recent decades. Interested
readers can also look up: a hoax perpetrated by Fynn Arthur, a
black student at Goucher College in 2018; Samantha Wells, a

black student activist, who was responsible for a racist
threat she left on her own car at St. Olaf College in 2017;
and the hoax perpetrated by three black Oberlin students,
Jonathan Aladin, Endia Lawrence and Cecelia Whettstone, who
claimed racial profiling at Gibson’s Bakery, which, after
serving Oberlin for over 100 years, was nearly put out of
business by the false claims.
Here’s why this is so important. If there were a lot of
racism, there would be no need for hoaxes. No Jew in Germany
in the 1930s made up an anti-Semitic hoax. No Jewish shop
owner ever made up a charge that a Nazi hurled a rock through
his store window. The reason? None was needed. Nazi hatred
against Jews was real. It didn’t have to be faked. To convince
people that America is racist, you have to fake it.
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The Present Moment Has Set
Blacks Back a Half-Century
According to the make-believe world of the left, we are
experiencing a great moment in American racial history. For
the first time, the story goes, more whites than ever are

coming to realize how racist America is, how racist cops are
and how systemically racist everything in America is. Only now
do many Americans understand just how racist Uncle Ben, Aunt
Jemima, Ulysses Grant, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln,
“whitening”
agents,
meritocracy,
Western
culture,
Christianity, jailing Blacks and the NFL are. The bestselling
book in America is about alleged “white fragility” — the term
for any rational response to the irrational charge that all
whites are racist.
All this is supposed to be good for America’s Blacks.
But none of it is. In fact, it is all destructive.
Take the movement to defund police departments and the
incessant charges of “police brutality” and “racist police.”
Only those who don’t care about Blacks other than using them
to advance their power — Democrats and the rest of the left,
both Black and white — argue this war against the police is
good for Blacks. Already the increase in the number of Blacks
murdered, not to mention injured, is reaching levels unseen in
decades. And there is every reason to assume, as police pull
back from high-crime areas, it will get worse.
Take the left-wing mantra that all whites are racist. If I
wanted to obstruct Black progress, and especially damage Black
children, I couldn’t come up with a more effective idea. To
believe from early childhood that you walk through life held
in contempt by all of your fellow citizens who are white is to
walk through life with much more than a chip on your shoulder.
It is more like a heavy boulder.
It means that you will walk through life with two paralyzing
burdens: anger and victimhood. Either one is enough to ruin
your life. Combined they’re devastating. It gives one an idea
of how cynical the left is that it would want to cultivate
both of these life-ruining emotions in as many Blacks as
possible.

Anger and victimhood not only ruin the individual’s life but
also destroy one’s relationships with others. Everyone who has
an angry individual in their family knows not only how unhappy
that person is but also how much havoc they wreak on the rest
of the family. The same holds true for the relative who sees
him or herself as a perpetual victim. Such people are both
miserable and miserable to be around. And since victimhood is
a major cause of evil — people who see themselves as victims
usually think they are not nearly as bound by moral rules as
others are — they are more likely to hurt others.
The “protesters” who destroy and loot think their victim
status allows them to destroy and loot. The man identified as
the president of the greater New York Black Lives Matter, Hawk
Newsome, recently told Fox News: “If this country doesn’t give
us what we want, then we will burn down this system and
replace it. All right? And I could be speaking … figuratively.
I could be speaking literally. It’s a matter of
interpretation.”
In a report yesterday on a police shooting of a robber who
resisted arrest and reached for an object in his waistband,
the San Diego Union-Tribune quoted a protest organizer: “If
this young man was robbing, that means his state and his
government failed to provide him with the resources he needs.”
When you feel you are a victim, you are allowed to rob.
Take the constant, often absurd, charges of racism at the most
benign comments. If you say, for example, that you see nothing
wrong with the picture of Uncle Ben on a box of rice, you will
be accused of racism. As a result, most whites understand they
can no longer speak truthfully or from the heart in the
presence of a Black American. It is hard to imagine a worse
recipe for genuine relationships between the races. Whereas
the great majority of whites, and even most Blacks, thought
white-Black relations were good and improving when Barack
Obama assumed office, a minority of both groups think so
today.

Take the assault on merit-based advancement in the name of
racial equality. Will this help or hinder Blacks? It will
obviously help some Blacks in the short run. But over the long
term, telling any group they needn’t meet a universal standard
of excellence can only harm that group — not to mention harm
the way their success will be viewed by others. Moreover, it
is difficult to imagine a more condescending view of a group
than to argue that standards must be lowered for them to
succeed.
The damage the left is doing to America may be mortal. When it
is widely deemed OK to destroy statues of Abraham Lincoln,
society is experiencing a moral earthquake which may
eventually destroy it. But the damage the left is doing to so
many Blacks — to their moral compass, to their happiness and
to their relations with their white fellow citizens — is not
in the realm of “may do.” It is done.
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America’s Jews and Christians

Are Failing the Test of Their
Lives
If you are a Jew or Christian in America, the seriousness of
your Judaism or Christianity is now being tested.
People look back in time and wonder how religious people,
especially religious leaders — specifically, the clergy —
could have failed in times of moral crisis. The failure of
most rabbis, priests and pastors to speak out today — when the
risk to personal safety is so much less than it was in
communist and fascist countries — should provide the answer:
Religion doesn’t have all that much impact on most religious
people. During comfortable times, it provides two essentials
to a happy and fulfilled life — community and meaning — but
when tested, it often fails like an umbrella that fails to
expand just as it starts to rain.
America is being taken over by violent mobs; a vast amount of
destruction and stealing has taken place (with little police
intervention and the apathy of our political leaders). Why
aren’t all clergy delivering thundering sermons about the
Seventh Commandment, “Thou shalt not steal”? Does it now come
with an asterisk?
A central part of a major American city has been seized and
occupied by people who hate America and its values, including
its Judeo-Christian values. Heard any clergy (aside from some
evangelical Christians) speaking out against it?
And most ominous by far, for the first time in American
history, free speech — the mother of all freedoms — is being
widely suppressed, not by the government but by the press, the
universities, the high schools, the elementary schools, all
the giant internet media, Hollywood and virtually every major
business in America. Christians and Jews place repentance at

the center of their theologies, yet there is no place for
repentance if you did or said one insensitive thing — real or
alleged — even if it was 20 or more years ago. Yet all we get
from American religious leaders on this matter is … silence.
The freest, least racist, most opportunity-providing country
in history — “the last best hope of earth,” in Abraham
Lincoln’s words — is smeared as “systemically racist”; all
white people are declared “racist”; and the statues of the
greatest Americans, including George Washington and even
Abraham Lincoln, are toppled and/or defaced. And all we get
from most American religious leaders is either agreement or
silence.
It leads this religious American to ask the question the antireligious ask: Of what use is religion?
Take the claim that being “colorblind” is racist.
If you are a religious Jew or Christian — let alone a rabbi,
priest or minister — do you believe that? Do you believe that
the human ideal is not to be colorblind? Do you believe that
the ideal is to see every person, first and foremost, as a
member of a race? Is that what you learned at seminary? Is
that what you have taught from your pulpit all of your life?
I doubt it. I assume that, until as recently as a year or even
six months ago, you have always believed and preached that we
are, in Martin Luther King Jr.’s words, to measure people not
by “the color of their skin but by the content of their
character.”
Isn’t it fundamental to all Bible-based religions that we are
all created in God’s image, that God has no race and that Adam
and Eve, from whom we all descend, had no race? If you are a
Christian, do you see Christians of other races first as
fellow Christians or first as members of their race? If you
are a Jew, do you see Jews of other races as anything other
than fellow Jews? Does God?

So, why the silence? Why aren’t all rabbis, priests and
pastors telling their congregations and telling America — in
tweets, on Facebook, in letters to the editor, on television
and radio, in opinion pieces — that there is one race, the
human race, and that the only antidote to racism is to deny
that race determines our worth, not to affirm its
significance?
Does an ideology that affirms the significance of race have an
honorable pedigree? Has it ever led to anything good? Isn’t
that exactly what Nazis and the Ku Klux Klan advocated?
So, how are we to explain this tragic failure of religious
Jews and Christians — and their clergy — to speak up against
looting (aka stealing) and for freedom, for America, for
Western civilization and for being colorblind?
The answer to this question also goes to the core of what it
means to be religious. At the center of our two religions is
the notion of fear of God: “Fear God, and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes
12:13). But what is now apparent is that most Jews and
Christians fear the left, fear The New York Times, fear being
shunned by “friends” on Facebook and mobbed on Twitter more
than they fear God.
That’s what this moment comes down to. Jews and Christians who
fail this test will not only lose their freedom, lose the
great American hope for mankind and lose the West; they will
have also lost their souls.
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Will Jewish and Christian
Schools Teach the Truth About
America and Racism?
“Do not follow the majority to do evil.” — Exodus 23:2.
When I went to yeshiva day schools, America was celebrated.
America was regarded, in the description of Menachem
Schneerson (the Lubavitcher rebbe), the most influential rabbi
of the 20th century, as a “medina shel chesed” — “a country of
kindness.”
He knew, as all American Jews knew, that there were many antiSemites in America, that America should have done more for the
Jews of Europe, that universities like Harvard limited the
number of Jewish students, that prestigious law firms and
country clubs barred Jews, etc. So, then, why did he describe
America as a country of kindness? Why did my yeshiva in
Brooklyn put on plays honoring George Washington? Why did my
Orthodox Jewish day school utilize texts not only celebrating
America but affirming America as a “melting pot”? Why did a
Jew, Irving Berlin, write “God bless America”?
The primary reason was that these Jews knew what the rest of
the world was like. They had the wisdom to compare America
with other countries, not, as the foolish, nihilistic left
does, to utopia. Compared with the rest of the world, America
was — and remains — a medina shel chesed.
Was it such a country for every one of its citizens? Of course

not. At the time Rabbi Schneerson described America as a
“country of kindness,” the southern half of America enforced
immoral and degrading Jim Crow laws, and racism was common in
the North as well. I have noted the anti-Semitism in American
life at that time. And gays were often ostracized and
degraded.
But the Torah teaches us that we are not to compare the past
with the present. That is why Noah, the man God saves from the
Flood, is described in Genesis as righteous “in his
generations.” If Noah were to be compared with people in later
generations, he would be found wanting. Abraham, the man
chosen by God to be the father of His People, had a concubine
and lied about his wife to save his own life. But only fools —
like all those who want to tear down monuments to George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson — would dismiss Abraham’s
greatness. Jacob, the man God renamed “Israel,” owned slaves.
Should Jews cease calling themselves the “children of Israel”?
Should the State of Israel change its name?
That is what Jewish — and all religious — schools should be
teaching when discussing Washington or Jefferson having
slaves. If we are to dismiss the greatness of two of the
founders of the freest country in human history — not to
mention the best non-Jewish country Jews have ever lived in —
then we should do likewise to the Jewish patriarchs. Moses had
a fellow Israelite executed for publicly violating the
Sabbath. Should his sculpture be removed from the Supreme
Court? Will Jewish day schools start dismissing the greatness
of all our ancestors? If they start doing this to Washington
and Jefferson, they should be consistent.
Or should they do what the Torah does? While never ignoring
the flaws of giants, remember why they were giants.
Will Jewish and Christian schools — there is no hope for
wisdom in secular schools — teach that every society in world
history, including African, Native American and Arab

societies, all practiced slavery? If not, why not? Isn’t it
morally and factually dishonest to teach only about slavery in
America?
What should be taught is that America’s and the Western
world’s uniqueness did not lie in having slaves. Slavery was
universal. Therefore, the morally serious person asks who
abolished slavery, not who practiced it. But the left — as
opposed to liberals and conservatives — is not now, nor ever
has been, morally serious.
When you ask the only morally significant question — who
abolished slavery? — the answer is America and some other
Western countries. And then you should teach the reason:
because of Western values rooted in the Bible. One would think
that fact would be central to the curriculum of every Jewish
and Christian school that takes their religion seriously. But
much of contemporary Christianity and Judaism — including
Jewish and Christian schools — has been influenced more by the
left than by Christianity or Judaism.
If your school cares about truth, it should try to teach all
the facts while acknowledging the history of racism and
including the history of police racism. One such fact is that
in August 2019, the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences concluded there is “no significant evidence of
antiblack disparity in the likelihood of being fatally shot by
police.”
A Jewish school might also wish to note that, according to a
2016 Anti-Defamation League survey, “‘anti-Semitic views’
among black respondents were materially more common than among
whites.” The Washington Post reported two years earlier,
“‘entrenched anti-Semitic views’ are far more common among
African Americans and Latinos than among others.”
Indeed, in 1991, black attacks on Jews in Crown Heights, New
York City, were so violent that former Mayor Ed Koch, New York

Times’ executive editor A.M. Rosenthal and others called it a
“pogrom.” Brandeis University historian Edward S. Shapiro
wrote it was “the most serious anti-Semitic incident in
American history.” Will Jewish schools smear American society
as “systemically” racist while making believe blacks are the
only victims?
One reason this is important is so students will understand
that “all whites are racist” is as vile a charge as “all
blacks are anti-Semitic.”
Finally, will Jewish and Christian schools teach the central
teaching of both faiths — that Adam had no race? As the sages
put it: “Why was only a single specimen of man created first?
To teach us that … no race or class may claim a nobler
ancestry, saying, ‘Our father was born first.'” In other
words, the Bible’s demand is that we be colorblind.
“There are only two races,” Viktor Frankl wrote, “the race of
the decent and the race of the indecent.”
No Jewish or Christian parent should send their child to a
Jewish or Christian school that teaches otherwise.
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The
Four
Horsemen
America’s Apocalypse

of

It takes a lot to build a civilization, and though it is much
easier to destroy a civilization, it takes a lot to do that,
too.
But now we have four roots of evil that are guaranteed to do
so.
No. 1: Victimhood.
The first is victimhood. The more people who regard themselves
as victims — as individuals or as a group — the more likely
they are to commit evil. People who think of themselves as
victims feel that, having been victimized, they are no longer
bound by normal moral conventions — especially the moral
conventions of their alleged or real oppressors.
Everyone knows this is true. But few confront this truth.
Every parent, for example, knows that the child who thinks of
him or herself as a perpetual victim is the child most likely
to cause and get into trouble. And criminologists report that
nearly every murderer in prison thinks of himself as a victim.
On a societal scale, the same holds true — and being on such a
larger scale, the chances of real evil ensuing are
exponentially increased. One of the most obvious examples is
Germany after World War I. Most Germans regarded themselves as
victims — of the Treaty of Versailles; of a “stab in the back”
German government; of the British, Americans and French; and,
of course, of the Jews. This sense of victimhood was one of
the most important factors in the popularity of the Nazis, who
promised to restore German dignity.
That millions of black Americans regard themselves as victims
— probably more so today than at any time in the past 50 years

— can only lead to disaster for America generally and for
blacks specifically. While victims generally feel free to lash
out at others, they also go through life angry and unhappy.
No. 2: Demonization.
The second of the four ingredients of this civilizationdestroying witches’ brew is demonization — demonizing a group
as inherently evil.
That is being done now with regard to the white people of
America. All — again, all — whites are declared racist. The
only difference among them is that some admit it and some deny
it. The notion that whites are inherently evil has long been
associated with Louis Farrakhan. But it has apparently
migrated out from his relatively small following to many
blacks, even those who might consider Farrakhan a kook. Former
President Barack Obama, hardly a Farrakhan follower, described
America as having racism in its DNA. That is as close to
inherently and irredeemably evil as it gets; you cannot change
your DNA.
In that sense, not only are whites demonized, but America is,
too. Unlike traditional liberals, the left regards America as
a moral cesspool — not only racist but, according to The New
York Times, founded to be so. The New York Times has created a
history of America that declares its founding not in 1776 but
in 1619, when the first black slaves arrived. The American
Revolution was fought, according to this malign narrative, not
merely for American independence but in order to preserve
slavery, a practice the British would have interfered with.
This “history” will now be taught in thousands of American
schools.
The combination of victimhood and demonization alone is
dangerous enough. But there are still two more horsemen
galloping toward the looming apocalypse.
No. 3: A Cause To Believe In.

Most Americans throughout American history found great meaning
in being American and in being religious — usually Christian.
Since World War II, we have lived in a post-Christian, postnationalist age. Until very recently, Americans would have
found the expression “for God and country” deeply meaningful;
that term today, on the left, is risible and execrable.
But people need something to believe in. The need for meaning
is the greatest human need after the need for food. Leftism,
with all its offshoots — feminism, environmentalism, Black
Lives Matter, antifa — has filled that vacuum. In Europe,
communism, fascism and Nazism filled the hole left by the
demise of nationalism and Christianity. Here it is leftism and
its offshoots.
No. 4: Lies.
The fourth and most important ingredient necessary for evil is
lies. Lies are the root of evil. Ironically, slavery itself
was made possible only because of the lie that the black was
inferior to the white. Nazism was made possible thanks to the
lie that Jews were not fully human. And communism was built on
lies. Lenin, the father of Soviet Communism, named the Soviet
communist newspaper “Truth” (“Pravda”) because truth was what
the Communist Party said it was.
The New York Times, CNN and the rest of the mainstream “news”
media are becoming our version of Pravda.
Objective truth doesn’t exist on the left. The universities
have already declared “objective truth” as essentially an
expression of “white privilege.” See what happens to a student
who says in class, for example, that “men cannot give birth.”
The public self-debasement demanded of anyone who differs with
the left — like New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees just
did when he said not standing for the national anthem
desecrated the flag and those who have died for it — happens
almost daily. The only difference between this and what

dissidents underwent during Mao’s Cultural Revolution is that
the self-debasement here is voluntary — thus far.
Last week, when this Jew saw a store in Santa Monica with a
sign reading “black-owned business” so as to avoid being
destroyed, it evoked chilling memories.
That’s how bad it is in America today.
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