“United States of America,
R.I.P.” and “Politics, Guns &
Surgery”
The Democrats apparently think they can get away with anything
simply because the major media outlets are in the tank for
them, and perhaps they can. I suppose we’ll have to wait until
the mid-term elections to find out if America really is
prepared to pull the plug on itself.
Clearly, Obama and his gang thought it wouldn’t cost them any
votes if the Department of Defense suspended death benefits to
the widows and children of soldiers killed in Afghanistan.
Apparently, they were equally copacetic about shutting down
the outdoor World War II Memorial to military veterans, while
throwing open the National Mall for a demonstration by illegal
immigrants and some of their publicity-crazed supporters in
the House.
Speaking of the shutdown, I don’t think it’s right for people
to complain that none of the golf courses on military bases
where Obama likes to play were closed for the duration. After
all, Obama needs a place where he can unwind after playing all
those other rounds of golf.
It is almost beyond belief that people like Obama and John
Kerry can still find nice things to say about Syria’s al-Assad
and Russia’s Putin just because they’re going through the
motions of destroying Syria’s stash of chemical weapons. But
when it comes to House Republicans, Obama calls them
“saboteurs.” Chuck Schumer labels them “extortionists and
hostage-takers,” while former Obama speechwriter Jon Favreau
draws the line at extortionists; to him, they’re just
“hostage-takers.” White House advisor Dan Pfeiffer insists
they’re “terrorists,” while Sen. Dick Durbin agrees they’re

“terrorists,” but adds that they’re also “squealing political
pigs.” Harry Reid calls them “anarchists” and Nancy Pelosi is
equally convinced they’re “arsonists.” Al Gore claims they’re
“political terrorists,” while Sen. Angus King of Maine refuses
to beat around the bush, insisting they’re nothing more or
less than “murderers.”
I realize that the Democrats are taking comfort in the polls
that show that whereas 65% of the people hold House
Republicans responsible for the shutdown, only 50% lay the
blame at Obama’s feet. They’re convinced it will lead to the
Democrats retaking control of the House in 2014, enabling
Obama to complete his mission of radically transforming
America in his own disgusting image.
Now, if I were an extortionist, an arsonist or a hostagetaker, I would probably keep this to myself, but I’m not that
sort of guy. The truth is that while everyone claims to hate
Congress, they do not hate their own congressman, who happens
to be the only member of the House they actually get to vote
for. That is why the incumbent generally gets re-elected.
On the other hand, when half the people hold the president
responsible for bad stuff, that tends to shred his coattails.
Therefore, Democrats who’ll be running in 2014 would do well
to realize that Obama will be gone two years hence, but if
they keep pushing his loony agenda, they could be gone even
sooner.
Also, it’s the president who gets tarred with a bad economy.
The recession of 2008 was created by people like Chris Dodd,
Barney Frank and Sen. Obama, but it was George Bush who got
blamed and the Republicans who suffered the consequences.
In the meantime, Republican politicians would be wise to
recall Reagan’s 11th Commandment, cautioning his colleagues
not to speak ill of other Republicans. For one thing, a
circular firing squad not only makes them look dumb, but it

provides Democrats with a blood bath they can wallow around
in, like pigs in mud. I know from my own experience that
Republican politicians, by and large, are no smarter than the
folks on the other side of the aisle, but there’s really no
compelling reason to provide Democrats with sound bites to use
in future elections.
When I state that Republicans are as dumb as Democrats, I
don’t mean to suggest that they are equally vile. After all,
in the same week that Obama decided that the federal
government couldn’t possibly accommodate World War II veterans
or pay death benefits to military widows, he decided it was
essential to hand over 450 million tax dollars to continue
funding NPR and PBS. From Obama’s point of view, it made
perfect sense because both of those media entities are
constantly promoting him and his agenda, whereas what the hell
have old veterans and young widows ever done for him?
It was also the same week that Obama decided to deny money and
military hardware to the Egyptian army. This was seen in
Egypt, Israel and everywhere else in the Middle East, as
Obama’s casting his lot with the Muslim Brotherhood.
That would certainly seem to be the logical conclusion. On the
other hand, it could simply mean that he has the same contempt
for Egypt’s military that he has for our own.
Politics, Guns & Surgery
One of the basic problems with those on the Left is that they
become infatuated with certain words while choosing to ignore
their meanings. For instance, one of their favorites is
equality. Unfortunately, equality is merely a concept. No two
individuals are really the same; human beings, after all, are
not robots, although liberals come close. For sane people,
equality translates to equality under the law and equal
opportunity to achieve one’s goals.
For progressives, though, it doesn’t mean either of those

things. To their way of thinking, it means equality of
outcome. Nobody is supposed to be more talented, brighter or
more successful, than anyone else. To their way of thinking,
if you have a bigger house, a more expensive car and more
money in the bank, it can’t be the result of greater effort on
your part. The only answer is that you cheated the fellow who
lives in a hovel, drives a wreck and relies on welfare to
cover his expenses.
There is a reason, after all, that socialism has been defined
as an economic system in which misery is shared equally,
except by those who run the system.
I was surprised to read that Glenn Beck, in calling for
Obama’s impeachment for sending arms to the Syrian jihadists,
wrote: “We did not get into bed with Hitler to defeat Japan.”
What he seems to have forgotten or chose to ignore is that FDR
did get into bed with Stalin to defeat Germany.
In the meantime, Pope Francis, who talks as much nonsense as
Juan Williams and Alan Colmes put together, told Europeans
they should be more welcoming to Muslim immigrants because
they are poor and needy. What he didn’t mention is that
Muslims do not assimilate. They do not respect the laws,
culture or traditions, of non-Muslims. Instead, they take
advantage of all the tax-supported social services, which
inevitably leads to their hosts becoming poor and needy.
Surely the pope must realize that being needy isn’t the same
as being deserving. What’s more, being charitable doesn’t mean
taking leave of one’s senses and prostrating oneself to one’s
sworn enemies.
Chicago, it’s worth noting, is a gun-free zone, as is
Washington, D.C., with some of the strictest gun control laws
in the country. Through executive order, Bill Clinton made
U.S. military bases gun-free zones. Yet, within a single week
in September, over two dozen people were gunned down in those

gun-free zones. The moral, as I see it, is that Obama,
Feinstein and the rest of those 2nd Amendment-hating creeps
whose own lives are protected by men with guns, should shut
their hypocritical pie-holes.
It recently came to light that the USIS, a contractor that
provides background checks for the federal government, okayed
both Edward Snowden and mass murderer Aaron Alexis. But before
anyone starts feeling too superior, keep in mind they had
nothing to do with helping Obama, Biden, Pelosi, Reid, Waxman
or Rangel, get or keep their jobs.
Not many people are aware of the fact that I once ran for
president. Not of the United States, you understand, but of
the Writers Guild. I didn’t really want the job, but I sure
didn’t want the guy who had the job to win a third term. He
saw his role as being the rubberstamp for the power-hungry
executive director.
Possibly because I knew I didn’t have a chance, I was able to
run the most honest campaign in the history of the Guild. For
one thing, even though I had always been a freelancer because
I didn’t want to get burned out writing for just one show, I
told the Freelance Committee that I would do nothing to change
the system in which most episodes were written by members of
the staff. I explained that there were only about 24 episodes
in a season. The Guild rate for an episode was about $13,000.
Multiply that by 24 and you get $312,000. Even if you add a
story editor, the total paid for writing services would only
have amounted to about half a million bucks. However, a staff
of six or seven could expect to be paid upwards of a million
dollars; sometimes way upwards. How could I, in good
conscience, insist they break up the staff system and only
hire freelancers? Besides, the producer would still hire the
same six or seven people to write the two dozen shows, but
simply pay them less.
I also told the Minority Writers Committee that I did not

believe that forcing producers to hire writers simply because
they happened to be black, Hispanic, female or gay, was the
American way. I told them that writing, like the world of
professional sports, was one of the few places where people
could excel on the basis of their own merits and had no need
or right to demand employment on the basis of victimhood.
I still remember a friend and fellow member of the Writers
Guild Board, David Rintels, following me into the men’s room
one night during a Board meeting to apologize for not being
able to support my candidacy. He said, “I believe the
president has to be able to get along with the executive
director, and I know you and Brian often butt heads.”
I told him he didn’t have to apologize over an honest
difference of opinion. I told him I believed the executive
director should have to get along with the president.
Needless to say, I was soundly defeated.
In closing, I wish to thank all of my readers who have written
to let me know they hoped that the rheumatoid arthritis that
has been plaguing my right wrist would get better. It hasn’t,
and a recent MRI has confirmed that I also have torn tendons
in my wrist.
I did see a surgeon who confirmed the bad news. But he did say
that so long as I could bear the pain and discomfort, continue
to wear the wrist brace and find some relief in Alleve, I
shouldn’t rush into surgery.
On my way home, it occurred to me how wise I was to seek
counsel from an elderly surgeon. You always stand to get
honest advice from a guy who is too old to still be paying for
his kids’ orthodontia and college tuition.
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Obama insists that in spite of Putin’s body language, their
private conversations are often very productive. Indeed they
are. For Putin, that is. Without his lifting a finger to help
us when it comes to Iran, Syria and Edward Snowden, Obama has
agreed not to supply Poland with a promised anti-missile
system, has agreed to diminish our nuclear arsenal and, for
all I know, agreed to subscribe to Pravda.
If it were up to me, we would have used a few nukes to
Islam long before now. Just because the jihadists don’t
uniforms or carry flags is no reason not to let their
nations understand that certain rotten activities
inevitably result in very unpleasant consequences.
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Besides, someone recently sent me photos of modern day
Hiroshima. Far from being a nuclear wasteland, it appears to
be a thriving metropolis. In fact, it suggests that just as
Nero apparently burned down Rome in order to clear it of slums
and rodents, a well-placed nuke might be the only way to
brighten Detroit’s future.
Why, I’d like to know, are people like John McCain so eager to
oppose the Egyptian military? Would he raise the same loony
objections if the Iranian military got rid of the mullahs or
the Russian military disposed of Putin? The Egyptian military
got rid of Morsi, who, although he managed to win a democratic
election, quickly showed himself to be the front man for the
Muslim Brotherhood.
And arguing, as McCain does, for a reconciliation of secular
Egyptians with the Brotherhood is moronic. But, then, it would

take a self-righteous pinhead like McCain, the fellow who
argued against the very enhanced interrogation practices that
ultimately led to the elimination of Osama bin Laden, to call
for it.
McCain speaks out against Islamic terrorists, but like Obama,
he seems blissfully unaware of the fact that they often go by
other names than Al Qaeda.
Speaking of people who seem unqualified to speak as
authorities, Chip Saltsman and Joe Trippi recently appeared on
Chris Wallace’s Sunday morning show to speculate on upcoming
elections. Mr. Wallace introduced them as veterans of
presidential campaigns. Technically speaking, they are that.
After all, Mr. Saltsman managed Mike Huckabee’s ill-fated
primary campaign in 2008, while the older Trippi spearheaded
the failed campaigns of Ted Kennedy, Walter Mondale and Howard
Dean, among others. But wouldn’t it make more sense to have
the guys who managed winning campaigns pontificating on Fox?
I readily confess that I have very little interest in
professional football and basketball, but at least even I get
why other people might be fans. But when it comes to soccer,
I’m at a total loss. I mean, I can see why those in third
world countries might grow up being aficionados. After all,
the only things required are a large empty field and something
round, maybe a melon or an animal skull, to kick around. But
why an American would ever follow the so-called sport is
beyond me. The game requires stamina, but so do marathons and
sitting through an Obama speech, but nobody ever claimed those
were spectator sports. In fact, one of the few activities that
require even greater stamina than playing a game of soccer is
watching a game of soccer.
I am still hearing from people who are taking me to task over
my defense of the NSA by pointing out that, after the scandals
involving Operation Fast and Furious, Benghazi and the IRS,
the present administration is not to be trusted. Of course I

never said anything about trusting Obama. But the thing to
keep in mind is that tyrants such as Stalin, Hitler and Mao,
didn’t require electronic data to imprison or kill anyone they
considered suspicious. If collecting phone numbers helps
prevent another 9/11, I’m all for it and I don’t consider my
civil liberties lost or even diminished. It just seems to me
that blind distrust is every bit as naïve, and perhaps even
more dangerous, than blind trust.
I know that some of you, especially those living in places
like Massachusetts, Washington and Illinois, are convinced you
live in liberal-run asylums posing as states. But, believe me,
compared to California, you might as well be living in Utah or
Oklahoma.
For instance, our governor, Jerry Brown, just signed Assembly
Bill 1266, which will allow transgender youths to use
whichever bathroom and participate on whichever team they feel
most closely matches their gender identity.
Still not convinced? Okay, people who are trying to give up
nicotine by using the product known as e-cigarettes will no
longer be allowed to smoke them in public places or even in
their own homes. In case you’re unfamiliar with the item, it
provides ex-smokers with the tactile experience provided by
cigarettes, but replaces the tars and nicotine with water
vapor. The stated reason — hold on to your hats! – is because
of the unknown health risk! As we all know, you can’t be too
careful when it comes to those pesky, cancer-causing, water
vapors.
I guess the next item on the liberal agenda will be to do away
with baths, showers and Niagara Falls.
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